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PURPOSE

FLORIDA STATE REFEREES (FSR) CONTINUES TO IDENTIFY SERIOUS VIOLATIONS IN ASSIGNING
PRACTICES ACROSS COMPETITIONS. THESE INCLUDE THE USE OF INELIGIBLE OFFICIALS, UNSAFE
ASSIGNING PATTERNS, AND UNETHICAL ASSIGNING DECISIONS. TO ADDRESS THESE ISSUES AND
PROVIDE TRANSPARENCY, FSR IS IMPLEMENTING THIS POLICY TO INCREASE OVERSIGHT AND
ACCOUNTABILITY AMONG ASSIGNORS.

THIS POLICY INCORPORATES AND ENFORCES KEY STANDARDS FOUND IN THE U.S. SOCCER CODE OF
ETHICS FOR ASSIGNORS, WHICH ALL ASSIGNORS ARE EXPECTED TO UPHOLD.

1. ASSIGNING PLATFORM ACCESS REQUIREMENT
TO ENSURE APPROPRIATE OVERSIGHT, ALL ASSIGNORS MUST COMPLY WITH ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:

e VIEW-ONLY ADMIN ACCESS: IF USING AN ONLINE ASSIGNING PLATFORM (E.G., HORIZONWEBREF,
ASSIGNR, OR SIMILAR), THE ASSIGNOR MUST PROVIDE A VIEW-ONLY ADMIN ACCOUNT TO FSR
OVERSIGHT STAFF.

e WEEKLY SPREADSHEET UPLOAD: IF USING A SPREADSHEET OR A SYSTEM THAT DOES NOT
ALLOW ADMIN ACCESS, THE ASSIGNOR MUST SUBMIT ASSIGNMENT RECORDS WEEKLY VIA THE
DESIGNATED UPLOAD LINK.

IF FSR ACCESS IS SUSPENDED OR WE ARE DO NOT RECEIVE A WEEKLY SPREADSHEET FOR A PERIOD OF
2 WEEKS THE ASSIGNOR WILL BE SUSPENDED.

2. CERTIFICATION & ELIGIBILITY COMPLIANCE
ASSIGNORS MUST ONLY ASSIGN REFEREES WHO ARE:
e CURRENTLY USSF CERTIFIED

e HAVE COMPLETED A BACKGROUND CHECK (IF AGE-ELIGIBLE)
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e HAVE COMPLETED SAFESPORT TRAINING (IF REQUIRED)

A REFEREE MUST BE CONSIDERED ACTIVE AT THE TIME THE ASSIGNMENT IS MADE AND MUST REMAIN
ACTIVE THROUGH THE DATE OF THE MATCH. IT IS THE ASSIGNOR’'S RESPONSIBILITY TO VERIFY THAT
EACH OFFICIAL MEETS THIS STANDARD AT THE TIME OF ASSIGNMENT.

3. ETHICAL ASSIGNING STANDARDS
IN ADDITION TO MEETING CERTIFICATION AND ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS, ASSIGNORS MUST
DEMONSTRATE ETHICAL JUDGMENT IN ASSIGNMENT DECISIONS, CONSISTENT WITH THE U.S. SOCCER
CODE OF ETHICS FOR ASSIGNORS. UNETHICAL PRACTICES CONSTITUTE A POLICY BREACH AND INCLUDE
(BUT ARE NOT LIMITED TO):

e ASSIGNING A REFEREE TO AN UNREASONABLE NUMBER OF MATCHES IN A SINGLE DAY.

e ASSIGNING A REFEREE WHO IS UNQUALIFIED OR UNDER-EXPERIENCED FOR THE LEVEL OF
COMPETITION (E.G., A FIRST-YEAR REFEREE IN THE CENTER OF A COMPETITIVE ADULT MATCH).

e ASSIGNING BACK-TO-BACK MATCHES WITHOUT APPROPRIATE REST.

e ASSIGNING BASED ON PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS, FAVORITISM, OR BIAS RATHER THAN MERIT
AND AVAILABILITY.

® USING ASSIGNMENTS TO REWARD OR PUNISH OFFICIALS BASED ON PERSONAL FEELINGS OR
INFLUENCE RATHER THAN QUALIFICATIONS AND PERFORMANCE.

e FAILING TO ACT WHEN AWARE OF AN OFFICIAL'S UNSUITABILITY FOR A SPECIFIC MATCH.
e ASSIGNORS MUST NOTIFY FSR OF ASSIGNING AN OUT OF STATE EVENT.

4. GROUP ASSIGNORS

WHEN REFEREES ARE ASSIGNED BY A GROUP OF ASSIGNORS, THE FOLLOWING POLICIES APPLY:
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e ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS WILL APPLY TO THE GROUP COLLECTIVELY UNLESS A SPECIFIC
ASSIGNOR IS CLEARLY DESIGNATED AS THE ASSIGNOR OF RECORD FOR A GIVEN MATCH.

e (GROUP ASSIGNING SYSTEMS MUST CLEARLY INDICATE WHICH ASSIGNOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
EACH ASSIGNMENT.

e |F A RESPONSIBLE PARTY CANNOT BE DETERMINED, ALL ASSIGNORS LISTED WITHIN THE GROUP
WILL BEAR EQUAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE ASSIGNMENT AND ANY RELATED ENFORCEMENT
ACTIONS.

5. ENFORCEMENT PoLICY

VIOLATIONS OF THIS POLICY MAY RESULT IN ANY COMBINATION OF THE FOLLOWING ENFORCEMENT
ACTIONS:

e FINANCIAL PENALTY:
S50 PER INELIGIBLE OFFICIAL ASSIGNED.

e PROBATIONARY PERIOD:
A PROBATION OF ANY LENGTH DEEMED APPROPRIATE BY FSR. DURING PROBATION, WEEKLY
ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULES MUST BE SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW.

o A $50 PER WEEK ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW FEE WILL APPLY. THIS FEE COVERS THE COST
OF REVIEWING AND AUDITING WEEKLY ASSIGNMENTS DURING THE PROBATION PERIOD.

e MANDATORY ONLINE ETHICS COURSE:
THE ASSIGNOR MUST COMPLETE AN FSR-APPROVED ETHICS AND COMPLIANCE TRAINING
COURSE.

e LETTER OF REPRIMAND:
A FORMAL WRITTEN REPRIMAND WILL BE ADDED TO THE ASSIGNOR'S RECORD.

e NOTIFICATION TO CLUBS:
ALL CLUBS OR ORGANIZATIONS SERVED BY THE ASSIGNOR MAY BE FORMALLY NOTIFIED OF THE
POLICY VIOLATION AND MADE AWARE OF THE POTENTIAL LIABILITY ASSOCIATED WITH USE OF
INELIGIBLE OR IMPROPERLY ASSIGNED REFEREES.
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6. ENFORCEMENT ACTION PROCESS
I[F A POLICY VIOLATION IS IDENTIFIED:
e THE ASSIGNOR WILL BE OFFERED AN ENFORCEMENT ACTION PLEA, OUTLINING THE PROPOSED
PENALTIES AND PROBATION (IF APPLICABLE).
o THE CASE WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE SRC BASED ON THE FACTS OF THE CASE
o THE 5 SRC MEMBERS (SRA, SYRA, SDI, SDA, SAC) WILL VOTE AND A MAJORITY ACTING
ENFORCEMENT ACTION PLEA WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE ASSIGNOR

e |F THE ASSIGNOR ACCEPTS THE PLEA, THE ENFORCEMENT WILL BE CARRIED OUT AS PROPOSED
WITHOUT FURTHER ESCALATION.

e |F THE ASSIGNOR DOES NOT ACCEPT THE PLEA, THE MATTER MAY ESCALATE TO A PANEL
HEARING, WHERE THE FULL FORCE OF THIS POLICY MAY BE APPLIED.

PANEL HEARING DETAILS:
e A HEARING WILL BE CONVENED WITHIN 30 DAYS OF ESCALATION.
e THE HEARING PANEL WILL INCLUDE:
o A MODERATOR
o THE FSR GRIEVANCE CHAIR
o A PANEL OF THREE CURRENT USSF-CERTIFIED REFEREES, MENTORS, OR ASSIGNORS
e ONLY THE THREE PEER PANELISTS WILL HOLD VOTING AUTHORITY.

e |F THE ASSIGNOR DOES NOT PREVAIL AT THE HEARING, THEY WILL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL
HEARING-RELATED FEES AS DETERMINED BY FSR.

7. STATUS DURING DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS
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e FOR FIRST-TIME OFFENSES, THE ASSIGNOR MAY REMAIN ACTIVE WHILE ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
ARE PENDING.

e |F THE CASE IS ESCALATED TO A HEARING, THE ASSIGNOR REMAINS ACTIVE UNTIL THE HEARING
CONCLUDES.

e |F THE ASSIGNOR IS CURRENTLY ON PROBATION OR IF THIS IS THE SECOND ENFORCEMENT
ACTION WITHIN A ROLLING 24-MONTH PERIOD, THE ASSIGNOR WILL BE IMMEDIATELY
SUSPENDED UNTIL A PLEA IS ACCEPTED OR THE HEARING CONCLUDES.

8. DEFINITIONS
e ASSIGNMENT:
THE PROCESS OF PLACING A REFEREE ON A MATCH. THIS INCLUDES LISTING THE REFEREE’S
NAME ON A MATCH—WHETHER THROUGH A DIGITAL PLATFORM (E.G., ASSIGNR) OR MANUALLY
VIA SPREADSHEET OR OTHER MEANS.

e ACTIVE:
A REFEREE IS CONSIDERED ACTIVE WHEN THEY:

o HoLD A CURRENT USSF CERTIFICATION FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR,
o HAVE A VALID FLORIDA BACKGROUND CHECK ON FILE,
o HAVE CURRENT SAFESPORT CERTIFICATION (IF REQUIRED), AND

o ARE NOT UNDER SUSPENSION FOR ANY REASON.
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